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There was o conferencse of the [Hinisters of the Interior of all
the states of the Russian Zone at the offices of the former GAL
{Germon Administration of the Interior) under the chalrmanship

of Dr. Iurt Fischer. The subject of discussion was "security®.

Dr. Kar}l Steinhoff, the new [nister of the Interior of the
Grotewonl goverument, was introduced and made a shors speach.
Steinhoff stated that security is only one of the tasks of Lis
ministry but that it is so important that it will be handled as
a_special independent branch undar Fischer. Steinhoff, himself,
will be concerned more with administrative problems of city and
state government and with coordination.

Fischer then spoke on the specific problems of his branch. The
new DDR (Germon Dewccratic Rupublic, Russian “one) needs a
reliable security Apparat more than any other nation. For this
reason the formtion of the DDR wac preceded by months of
intensive foundation work in the GAI. Natwrally the security
apparatus is the most important instrument of the state and it
must cooperate fully with the Soviet occcupation autrorities.
other branches of the government there may be room for mewbers
of other political sroups, but in the security Apparat only clear-
cut, reliable asctivists can be tolersted,

In

The security Lppara% will comprise nortal pelice, special units,
security service, and linison sroups. It will have detachments
in the interior ministrdiess of every state ard the lather will
receive all instructions from the centrnl headaquarters. This
will relieve the state ministers of much police work.

The security Apparat enjoys & specizl position inasmuch as it
alone maintzing direct liaison ownd coordination with the Soviet
authorities. It is responsible not only for the verritory of

the DDR but for the whole Central “uropean periphery of the Zovies
bloc. ‘'hen the Soviet occupation troops are withdrawn, the
securivy Apparat will hove to be resdy and able to re pia.c@: them
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